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Jourmal of the Bash Flying Group Issue 8 Seplember 1538 :—"J

John Wrayton sent Bashnews one af his enthusiastic
e-mails along with some superb photos so here
goas! “Hi Dave, Some Fics and some walfle alter a
graat evening. [ normally fiy midweek due to my
business, but an Sunday 25Lh July, | 1ea% some
friends flying, | flaw from Popham la Sandown over
Ponsmouth Harbour, how the hell do these Nawy
pilots land on those tiny airerall carrers? Then on 1o
Sandawn and tea at John Waoadhousa's hangar
{Incidentally John started the G-8A5H groun). Al
Sandown there were Harvard's, Cessna's, Tiger

. maths Yaks, vou don' see all this activity mid week!
Ficta Jonn-Wrayton

AAL G-MASH arrved and | asked i he could park a lifile
closer to G-BASH on the ofl chance that they might mate
and produce a G-WONDER {/ think our asropiane might
be a little Bashiu! abouf such things.,...ed.). Then off to
the Meedles, Studland beach, all the boals retuming to
Poale harbour. Then north io Compton Abbas. What &
gefight, More tea and who should arrive but G-POOH the
Cub, have you seen Pooh bear sitting proudly inthe
frant, | can just imagineg him grumbling at any untimely
arrival at the threshold, Then homewand bound, why not
My over Salisbury Cathedral and land at Old Sarum for
vel mara fea and an assonment of alreraft armiving, Back Phato John Wrayton
to Popham and have | made a mistake E37.00 for flying ,
this epic trip?"
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he Totality a Reality

A5 soon as the new Diary had beory issued in Janueary, Dave
i = Esp, booked August the 11" to view the Sclar Eclipse, His
RS KL =it intenlion had baen 1o ily o Bodmin, and view the eclipse from
g E I : there. Discussions in the clubhouse over the following maonths
; E;:ﬁ'" S :_-.-a; o determined thal ihere was anly a remaote chance of viewing
sl 2.~ the eclipse in the UK due to he perpelual blanket of cloud
e b 3 % which could be expected during the haliday seagon. The
{ Bashers decided to climb above the cloud in the hopo of

NASARP BE. S e vigwing the eclipse from the crystal clear air at high level,
¢ “Talal Sabur Felne of 199% Amunil 11 BECEL :'ﬂ?

oo e e S :-!‘:'-.'vl.._ AR Using eclipse timing information from the NASA web site, a

route was calzulated which would position Bash at NS80.05

WOD00.55 midway between NEVIL and FAWBO at 10.17 Zuly, inside the zone of totality and alse inside British
airspace, 50 that IMC and night ratings would be valid. As it turned out the strategy worked perlectly, routing at
15001t fram Popham to PEPIS (Hayling |sland) Bash then climbed for 20 mins at B0 knols and at 400MLrmin 1o
FLES, arriving on station with 5 minutes 1o totality. Londan Information would net give a flight infarmation
sarvice, but by staying on frequency it could be deduced that 4 or 5 ather aircralt were in the vicinity. As totality
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sapproached the shadow could be absarved racing acrass (he cloud tops towards us, Bash was turned onto the
path of the fatality so that he passengers would gel the best view. The blank white carpet of cloud beneath us
turned a silvery textured finish hightighting the lexiure in a way not al all familiar, The horizon lit up and the sky
darkened so that first Venus then the ofher stars could he viewed. To the pilal it was strange flying Bash in the
dark with the dash board lights glowing warmly. It was still possible to fiy VFA and three or four olher aircraft
span showed up with Nav lights, landing lights, beacons and strobea winking like so many calourad lirellies
dancing in the distance.

The passenpers could see the dizmond necklace effect and the sun's corona, which was larger and more
colourful than expecied. In a mera 2mimules i was all over the cumulus clouds over Comweall lit up bright white
and in cne more minute the shadew racad away from us.

Tracking back towards Geodwood VOR the Bashers spotted a Cherokee diving through a large hole so they
dassended with moderate revs and carb heat through the same hole to the lower levels of FLAD, thence via
Carfa o Henstridge for lunch.

A trip to the First World War battlefields of
ihe Scmme, was an unusually long day
out, The Bashars chose 1o enter France
vig ihe small field af Amiens o ry and
avaid the mare coslly girlields with
cusltoms facilities. This had nocessitated
a phona call (in French) the previous day
fr give the stafutory 6 hours notice "oh
pour la dovanne... OK* in Franca tha
zafest minimum altitude to avoid low
Hyirg Military aircraft is 12000 a5 opposead
Lo the 1,0004 in thie LK. Whila flying along
the Albern to Bapaume Road at 15001t a
German Tomado was spaited crassing
right to feft; at about 1000/, a posthon

- ; which would have been nearly impassible
. : me [0 ozpat. *|am convinced he knew | was

there and musl have spolled my sréguawk. but | have a finy
suspicion that it might just have been the ghost or the
successor o lhe Bed Baron, checking out anather Tomimy
incursion into his airspace”, “Beware the Hun in sun,” ==

thought Dave. : Approacht :
| Arrass airfield 2
Arrass is a liny fiald with a long grass runway (the grass s :
long not the runway!) and anly a Unicom freguancy. A shor
Taxi ride to Vimy Ridge enabled (ha Bashers 1o see ha
memaorial to 5o many Canadians who gave or wasted their
lives capturing Vimy Ridge in 1817, The shall pocked
battlefield has been prasarved as a wood, winle naarby
some frenches have bean reinforced using cancrete
sandbags and duck boards, to give a lasting impression of
what trench warfare was like, The Bashers wera struck by
the closeness of the German.and Canadian front ines,
paraly 1he widlh of Dowg’s Hangar apart, The craters lef by
ming charges oo were impessiva;

There is no rieed 1o clear customs when leaving France, sa
the returm flight routed direct from Arrass 1o Popham (flight
plans had been filed with Londoen fhe previous day), “Lille
infarmation strangely cleared us throwgh the Le-Towgquet
zone al FL 40, and in just 1.5 hours we wers back at
Papham.” concluded Dave.




i = ' | al Duxford for B.304AK and by 11,33 they
. ~ finally arrived, having divened to Enstone
dua to log. Steve joined "downwing
number 107 in the circuit behind a
formaticn of 4 Domiers.

NispLAY 149€64§

Until {hen Bash News had always
ragarded Stéve as a patiant and
cansiderate kind of Pilot, but having
already flown one overshooi, Steve
spotted the Mooney which had mistakenly

Steve Roberts and Basher for the day, Dave Terry waits for called long finals (8 miles?) and promptly
the courtesy bus. ! L swung in front of i calling *..Short finals 1o
land’... "And he can sod off tool” ‘added

Sleve as an alterthoughi!

. ..?1 Btava Roberls had booked the arrival siot

The fighter collection display was everyihing the Bashers had hoped far, with 30 WW2 vintage pisian engine
fighters in the final fly past. Qther treats included the Cosmic Wind *Baliering®, the anly airworthy Blenheim, and
a rare Wesiland Lysander, After the display the Bashers had time 1o lopk around the Imperial War musaum
callection and view fhe restoratian of 1he warlds only potentially rirvorthy Beatighter, & supearb day aul.

Left, G-BazH hides behind a Mustang. Centre, 2 mustangs
beating up the field. Right, Beaufighter rebuild in the workshops,
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Next Group

Meeting:

Wednesday 8" Seplember
7.300sh in the clubhouse af
Fapham

C’D

In the next issue:

The Bun to the Sun, Steve Raberls fies 1o the
South of France and Back avamight, Bash
Naws lesls 8 computer ravigalion programme
and we fnd owl what really happened af the
EQW rallovar, and not fargalting Maws of the 3
\Laar Caf A, all in the Next Bash Nows.




Rally 1999

The fog rolled dawn the runway, the water tower faded in and
out of view, and from time 1o time even the Lillle Chal was
veilad In a cloak of mist. Phone calls established 1hat the
waather was parlect in Basingsioke, and that crowds wara
furning up at Cranlield in near perfect condilions. By twelve,
alter 3 hours of coffee drinking in the clubhouse the clowd-
basze slarted o il Ankious eves were cast in the direciion of
the Kingsclera masl, | was nat until 12.30 that we felt that we

Dave Leddy and Dave Skarlahl could take off safely and fiy a low eireuil it anything went
finally ma,,g it 1o the Rally / wrong. Eventually, BASH departed runway 26 and almos!
immediately climbed into IMC. Farnborough Radar were

i strangely silent, 2o whether the Katana from Soulfhamplan,
who was also frecking Complon an route 1o the rally, was

alarmed by an AAS breaking oul ol cloud just in lronlaf him we
did noi discover. Somea S0minutas laler we lendad &l Cranfisld.

Lo i
§ Hhapmdy Dpfn:a inspired,

With our schedule now much more compressed we sl off
round the exhibittons. After obtaining a bargain priced "Delage
Guide” in French with a free Poocley's supplement (|l am such a
sucker for a bargainy, and an Aircraft Spruce and Speciality
catalogue, we headed for ihe homebuilder's fent only 10 be
diztracted by a fascinating project. The Rhapsody is clearly
inspirad by the Edgley Optica. It offers a helicopler fike view
from & nearly conventional light aireraflt, Tho design relies on
piacing the Jabiru engina behind the Pilat and Passanger
seats, and drives the fracler prop through an axlansion shall.
The aircraff is being built first and drawn later, and some strass
work has already beon done.

We finishad up in the arrcrall-park admiring the lines ol
homebuill aircrall, and contemplaling aur awn favaurle projacls
should we be forced 1o refire with & substantial pension ar a
Iptiery win! Then we found my dream maching, a Tharps Tiger,

With the rumeured handling difficulties of this design, ke Pilot
must have been a man of steel; or elsa there is some :

gxaggerating the poor handling qualities, This is what Cranfield
dreams are madea of,

Fimally Dave Skerich put his dreams aside, and seftlad instead for a new haseball cap! We queued al hoiding
paint *Charlie One” tor departure at 5.30pm while the Tannoy implored those staying overnight to tig thair
airerall down, since storms were forecast. It was a great rally and a brilliant day out, so hera's loaking lorward to
naxi year,

T T S e e & Intersections
31 Pant of aradio nav chart, [ o

Can vou firmd Popham
|

Bashers may have naticed that ane ol the waypoints bullt into the GRS
¢ database is called "infersections”, Theses are aclually Alrways
' reposting painis, rather like an invisiole VAP, Such inlersections are
. given an "low altitude radio navigation chanls® such as EURA and
5 ELIR/Z. Intersections kave names some of which are cryplic, such as

. ORTAC (NS0 W02 00.3) and FAWBD (M50 WO001 19.2). These 2 are
uselul when crossing the channal, since thay are bath at the FIR
boundary. Others have slightly humorous names such as NEDUL (near
The MNeedles) and THRED in the channel. Still mare intersections have
identifiers related to nearby places, however hay ara nol nacessarily
over the place itseli, e.g. BEWLI is overhead Bournamouth and not at
Beaulieu at alll Popham by the way is PEPIS.
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eard attfie Handar Doors

One or two Bashers now have the JAA cerfiticates af experience for their log books rather than the Old log book
stamps. Either way would Bashers please ensure that Cerificates of experience and medical are up to date? I
could spoil your day | there is accident and youare cul of curency,

Tha Bash Book is now back in the Club Houze, although the club house in now often secured after 5.30pm so
you cant always be sure of checking the book before flying. It is still worth booking by phane balore departing 1o
Popham.

Dave Leddy with help from Dave Skerch, spent 2 days getting the individual accounts up to date. Dave has
circulated Excel spreadsheets via a-mall for checking, if you would like it in another format please contact Dave.
The individual aceount balances will be maintainad manually in fulure, so that this chore can be passed around
from member 1o member wilthoul the prablems of soitware compatibility. Please clearly label cheques and
receipls, il takes some deleclive work 1o allocate some recaipts. The individual account siatus will be availzble
for examinalion at the group meatings and a balance can be abtained from Dave over the phone. Graham of
course remaing Traasurar and has the chequebooks and formal accounis.

Thare is ena lilefackel in Bash which has been tested and is OK. It is a lightweight airline type so | suggest it ba
refained for use in unexpected circumsiances only. Doug has some nice SEMS aerosafe constant wear
lifejackets, which | think he is prepared 1o hire oul, or some ol |he old red ones which have been recently

gervicad



