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|\{{=y ©One of the Bashers fFavourile
U= destinations. is Lydd. This s the
= s 3% |umping off point for the shortest
_ ehannel crossing to Calais or to Le-
Touguel, and ollen a Basher has bean stopped
short al Lydd waiting for the weather to clear, |is
substantial landing fee 1o leaves & [asting
impression, especially when you realise that you
are paying 1o be fhe tourist afiraction, which
stiracts visitors lo the Biggles Bar, &l least during
{he summer manths!

The-slory of Lydd, or Feryfield as || was once
kmown started In 1954, when the legendory Wy
Cdr Taffy Powell noticed thet his operations from
Lympna were offen suspended due to low cloud,
whereas an alfield al ses leval near Dungeness
could remain open for operstions Lydd is not an
ex wartime alrfield liks most in the soulh bul was
hulll in 1954 for the not Inconsiderable Sum of
£250000. Taffy Powell's Silvar City Airways specialised in teansporting cars and thelr passengers across the
channel by alf in the days before RORO lerdes, hoversraft and (he Chunnel. A fieet of 25 Bristol Freightars
fiew up to 200 fights per day from Lytid 1o Le-Touguet and back, The joumey took & mare 20 rinutes, and
WHS _I‘a.-:hlnnahl'e and atiraciive to the well heeled such a5 Diana Doors, Dirk Bogan, John Mills and the
infamaue Lady Docker. Dave Skedchly remembers watching this endless stream of noisy aircraft from fhe
heach ai Camber Sands. "l always wanted to-stand and walch the aircrafl, bt the one fime we visited Lydd my
Dad could not wail 1o get away, 50
we [eft after mare 10 minutes, | never
did see a8 [Ireighter lake off™
compained Dave. The Air Feries
ware made obsololo by ihe giant
hovercraft operating fram Ramsgate,
Strangaly only this monlh  the
Hovercrafl  too has  coased
operations, made obsolele by the |
Tunmel, serves them right | guess|

Dave Leddy linds Lydd an interesling
desfination In Hs own right, His
brother enthuses over the Romney &
Hythe and DOymchurch miniature
rallway, which rmns nearby. The
lighthouse &l Dungeness s open for
visilors, and Derek Jamman's famous
garden, including obscure a1 and the
welbrd hardy plants, which grow an the
ness, can be seen,

Dungeness
Lighthowse is open
I the publie.




