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Cestnalion was 8 loss Up bebwesn Shannon, Cork and Kerry, and since Kerry was the cheapest we plumped far
that. Caraful study of the map showed that thers was & good VR route from east to west 15 fo 20 miles wde bel-
ween the Soggeragh and Muliaghareirk (s spelt cheok thet then computar [) mountains:

With detailed planning completad, and met checkad we took off and headed for refand. 20 mins laler, we landed at
Cid Sarum, not a good start | We had been bumping along the botfom of the cloudbase at 1200 it, which would nal
give us-our safety altitude st Bristol let alone over mid Wales We knew ye cauld not simply hang on and was for the
cloud 1o ift since we could not By st pight in Ireland (Inére = no such thing as special VFR) and bad weather was
descending on us fram the Morth east. After 3 cup of coffes we decided that an overnight stop in Salisbury did not
appeal, =omaps, EPSs, met. phones, wery whesls et were spread wll ovar the table and a new kow level route fo
Havetfordwest plotled, We had af least 3 ILS equipped aurfields within range of our fuel reserves, and Haverford-
west raporied CAVOK 50 we fell gquite safe In continuing,

Feeling a fittle self consclous in our life jackets, we ook off fram Sarum @nd headed out scross the Samersst le
vels. As we coasted out st Bumham on sea the sky clesrad and we headed up the Bristol channal in beautiful CA-
VOK passing Cardilf, Swarses, and Pembury on the way, and louching dowe littie mare than an hour fate 2t Haver-
fordwest With papeiwotk dane and the fight plan filed (we had grven notice to customs and special beanch 2days
earlizr) we headed off to find & cup of colfes. Il ook &l Steve's tacl and diplomacy fo sstfle an argument which sar-
ved 1o riek the entire schadule @3 1o whather a \Welsh cake wes no more than just athin scone, With honour safisfied
Steve ltauled BASH off the runway.and et heading for Waterford.

Haltway across the Iish sea we found thal we had lost radio contact and were ne longer bejng hit by radar, we were
#l along, is this how Lindbergh felt 7 One hour later we landed in Waterford, drank another cup of coffze. and top-
ped up the tanks, far fhe nextleg to ensure that f we were caught oat we could Just turn round and fly right back,
BASH wes immediately receanised by 2 Pophamites returning from Karry who fold us that the weather was OK and
that Catherne st Kerry would do us adeal an a hire car. With the mel being conformad officially we pressed on,

Again with Sleve af the conlrcls we headed
Wesal wih the Comersgh and Monavullagh
Mountains just mehore. The route to Kerry was
quite picturesque almost yliic as we fisw over
the pratty towns of Farmoy and Mallow, in &n
hour BASH was established in VMGC an Kerry's
ILS and touched down, Tollowed shortly by a
Boaing 37, The driver sent to collect s fram -]

the apron rushed off to book our hire car, and i - : ' Hh"
in no time we headed off fo Killarney to find 8 | ) T
& B, The first weekend in August is & bank ho- |
liday in ireland, but we found sccommedation |
and set off o explore the Ring of Kerry We
visited the Gap of Dunlows, and amived ot |
Glenbeigh In tima to see a mes! speciscular
sunset over the Dingls paninsular. =

Steve Roberte af Koy with lhe mountoing in s
tookground some 20 miles away




Next moiming we awoke 1o find cloud shrouding the tops of Mas.
tillyeuddy's Raaks, but elsewhere the cloudbase looked GK. VWith
mel checked and TAls for Waterfard snd Karry we et off The
cloudhrse was varlable as we ploughed slong just under the clotd.
Steve had ploted ol the mountain peaks oh his GRS, and wewers
bath nvalved full tme In navigating and flying to avaid the Tumu-
io Granitz clouds (That's an old one..eds). Imagine the homror an
finding that low clotd had cragt in from the sea at our destination,
We had 8 fow MSA for this sactar so cautiously edged up the
coast Althaugh Waterford gave =n RVR of 10KM we could hear
| Gioning from e

sitlaning = :

north for the (LS. AL Hefieding al
any  moment we  Wineriord
T ————— ==3 might Rave lo turn
tack lo our aitemate af Cork, Al last, @t acomfortabile circuil height
we reached Waterford, ' N o '

A large mug of colfes was found whils we fuslled up, and ohisined
more met |t was fing at hame witt OBs forscast for the attarncon.
but we were stuck hera with = 7000 cloudbase and IMC ratings which
wete nat valid In Ireland. Qur friend who had {ust flown the ILS offersd
to Iet us kmow the height of the fops, sowe taxied out ready to depart
oul to s=a under the clag, He jeported iops &t 2500 so0 we departod
finding that the basze hod Ified & liffe. Thete were plenty of holes so
we climbed up on top =nd headed towands Wales "sort of” VFR. 10
miles off shore the cloud cleared and we cossted i 1o Havarford-
wast in CAVOK.
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The test of the rip wes beatiful. and aftar 8 Welsh cake (with noar
fuing this tme) and mug of coffee pt Haverfordwest weset heading

sack 1o Popham and Pat's Irish brogue dirscling Us 1o runiway 25, a -
=gl hame from home | D



