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THE BASH CRASH ISSUE
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O “;f-rf So BASH is being repaired after all. |t i funny how
B .l;;-;-_ﬁﬂ: things at Popham get exaggerated. The Belgian autho-
o+ BRI rilies assumed that BASH had been written off and yet
L 3 weeks later BASH is back with new wing skins being
| rolled, the root fzirings being fived and Doug's merry
" man ready to bond and rivet the wings back together
e + again. The most frightening prospect (after Terny's ex-
ok daaiay o Cr oyt ERREEE R perience of course) was the thought of telling Gwyn
it [ = T T e e that his favourite aeroplane had been bent, well done

fan ! The forecast fer completion is about the end of Cctober, justin time for the winter | Inspection of the wing in-
terior shows BASH to be in very good condition. The Annual inspection is now in progress and lots of repairs and im-
provemeants are being made. such as fixing the NDB, installing the strobes, fiting new rear interior panels and fit-

ting the rack for a Skyforce GPS.
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Parhaps the best thing to come out of this accident is to find that the BASH group really are a great bunch of guys,
whe Have worked together to overcome the problems and better still we have managed sort out some improve-
ments which should further improve the group and the aercplane for next season. | have tried to sit and wiite some
grand prose for the eccasion, but really listing some of the key points seems much more appropriate.

. BASH is ahigh performing aeroplane and the flaps are net very sffective. Even Popham can be short when the
grass 5 wet, As actioned Bash Neéws has inciuded a copy of CAA safety Sense leaflet Th Alrcraft Performance
which has a useful table on allowances for landing. It is interesting to see that an allowance of up to B0% is recam-
mended on short wet grass, Just the conditions which Terry encountered st Hassel

We can all look forward to being cleared cut to fly short field fandings with Gwyn or lan, Bash news visited the new
Specialist Flight Training School on the Isle of Wight hoping to find a shont fiekd flying sylisbus to recomend to
members, but they didn't have one, but | believe the Tiger Club do,

Some time in the past BASH has had the nose leg modified by 3 degrees. (All done officially we are assy red) to im-
prove the prop clearance.

It is very impertant to have the correct personal paper-
work available for the insurance company after acrash, ?

Tarry's planning before the flight was superb and there E:fgbzf &JFﬂpfmm locking forfarme
was nothing to criticise, but Bash News has included a s B R
copy of the appropriate page of the claim form for Inte-
rest. After all it helps to know the questions before sit- &g JEiTRs
fing the exam ! T
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After a crash the locals can do more damage recove- s S b e e o e, e,
ring the aircrafi than was actually done in the crash, | i

We were lucky this time since Terry's friend, Alan Love- (WSl e 0
rage took control and prevented more damage being [0 8 : o
done. Alan also provided the pholos so thanks Alan. &
Thanks alse lo Rene Hoffman who provided hanger B

space for BASH after the crash, P




COMPETIT I

what 5 the name of Yvonne's
dog? Isit:

A, Bye Chararmoff
B.Poochy Woochy

C.Rover

D.Ben

Answers on 0800 123456

Your call wilf cost £5.00 per minite the make
Bash Mews rich campaign,

The intial Damage to BASH locked gquite alarming (Top
left) with wrirkling of the wing skins on both sides.
Great gouges had been pushed into the leading edges
where the concrete pasts had impacted,

Once back in the UK the damage could be seen more
clearly (tap right}, The Inspection revealed a surprising
strength in Jim Bede's AAS design. The wing and spars
are in replaceable (or repairable) sections so Damage
doesn't tend to spread througheut the structure as it
would in 2 more conventional design. \With the thin 22
gauge afly skins cut off the damaged sections the sim-
plicity of the wing structure can be seen (bottom left)
where only one wing nib requires repair. The massively
strang wing spar can also be seen

The inside of the wing structure was found 1o be in good
condition since it had been sprayad ragularly with a cor-
rosion inhibitor. Since BASH has a public fransport ©
of & the iib can be repaired by Deug using an appraved
repalr scheme which will make the repair 85 good as
naw.




A DIP IN THE DUNKER

The certificate says "Empire Test Pilots School" in big bold gold let-
ters, and as far as | am concerned &n inch is as good as a mile as far
as bar room bragging is concerned. Was it the inverted spins in the
Huntar or ViFing a Harrier which was most exciting, well neither ac-
tually, it was inflating a lifejacket and dinghy for real in a simulated dit-
ching. This half day sea survival course uses the notes and techni-
ques developed to frain RAF pilots to survive aditching. so it just has
to be the best there 5. The first couple of hours & spent inthe class-
room looking at the facts of survival in the sea. In winter, in the Marth 55
Sea, it is only a matler of minutes before you are dead. and precious
lithe more English Channel, Hypo-
thermia is the main risk &nd once §g
hypothermic being rescued the §
wramg way can actually ¥l you too.

Mext the kind of equipment which .LJ
will help you Iest those vital minu-
‘tes before help arrives is discus- LEY ;

sed, The pros and cons of averything fram immersion suits tn dinghies are illu-
. strated, demonstrated ard enlarged upon with real ifa examples. For example
- did you know that a stroboscope or a heliograph is far more effective and safer
. than distress flares for attracting attention. Of course BASH won't lift all the sa-
iy fety gear available, well not if you want to take some fuel as well, so the object-
& ve of the lectures was ta give all the facts, so that the pilct is in a positon fo
_'make agood risk sssessment in his particular circumstancas at the time.

J After the coffee the fun started =s we all dressed up as real Tomadoe pllots, with
i, : ... real pilots overzlls =nd bone domes. We wese then lead out to 3 small cutdoor
swimming pool. In the middle of summer the temperature was not oo bad, but we were assured thal the RAF pilots
get dunked in the middie of winter The Dunker fself ks located in one corner of the pocl |t is Just aframe which =-
mulates a cockpit. As it was lowered to splutter level {not right under [ am glad to say) | look a deep breath, opened
the window and dived through. The lifejacket was then inflated and | climbed into the dinghy. Easy wasn'tit 7 Well er
. na, actually It wasn't. For a start | Iet go of the dinghy which would have dnfted off towards Calais without me, Then |
just couldn't climb into the dinghy Unassisted, the trick | found was fo find the bit of rape in the middle and pull my-
selfin. It took me 9 whole minutes to find this out and climb in, quite sufficient tme to become incapacitated by hy-
pothermia had this first time been for real in the middle of the Channel. Once in the dinghy with the curtain closed
the first 4 of us warmed up quickly, Having forgotten the playing cards we decided fo entertain ourselves wih some
community singing while waiting for rescue. We had got to 7 green bottles when those on the side decided it was t-
e we went back into the water | This course is serious fun, ves a serious subject, but fun to learn nenetheless. The
Empire Test Pilots School cant advertise but a group of 10 can be dunked for a mere £300. This ameunts to £20.00
gach or less than an Hours fiying, including that precious certificate and a stamp in the log book. Courses can be
booked via Paul Budge on 01202 450087

More on that Autopilot

*That was a load of old rubbish about the Autopilot” said Gwynn. | falt rather put out, but realising that 20001t over
Qyford was no place to start an argument, | politely asked why. "It does frack a VOR but it is about 20 degrees
out,”..... "Wouldn't da it when | tried" | responded, pelulantaly. being more than a little miffed. The subject was pas-
sed ovar but it continued to rankle with me for some weesks after.

It was a while before a chance 1o try It cut came. Dave Esp and | were half way seross the channal tracking SAM, in
perfectly calm weather so we decided to give it atry. We turned slightly off course, switched on the autepilot, and it
comrected, just as Gwinn had predicted. We adjusted the O8] and tried again, The reaction was different, so it see-
med that tha aulopliot was trying to track a selected radial, This significantly implies that it might even track FROM
aVOR. Dave went home with the theory book fo investigate further... watch this space.



