Gwyn sent these
comments out in an e-
mall some weeks
ago. Bash Mews
found that many of
the points were
uncomfortably
pertinent to our own
flylng, and since such
words of wisdom apply equally
to the hot shot and the tyro, they deserve regular re-
reading.

Oh No. Not
another flat

Herewith some painis | wauld like o make afier fhving with
people on checkouts, which are not  crilicisms,  just
observations.

Engine start: MAGS on both. | know that some check lists say
to start an left magneto but our owners manusl| states bolh, 15
your choica.

Power checks: 1800 RPM. Meither 1900 nor 20000 according
to the manual that is. Just an observalien, it your cholce.

Mag check: 175APM max drop. When | have asked people,
thare have been answars of 125, 180 but | don't think | have
heard 175, Also no one mentions the maximum difference
beiween mags of 30 HPM.

Carb-heat check: of coursel

Take off: Try (as the manual states, and is paricularly impotant
to Popham) 1o take the weight off the nose wheel ASAP and
hald the se-wheal ofl the ground by six inches or 2o, This will
save our nose lag, which takes a real hammering at Popham. |
also reduces drag quickly and gives you a good angle of attack
and reduces ground run needed, If you can pracliss il on {ake
off so that the nose-wheal is not lifting off then landing then
lifting off again, your Izndings will also benefit from that seme
skill of holding the nose wheel up. Off coursa if you lift the nose-
wheel ton high an the take off roll you will increase the angle of
attack foo much and increase drag, increasing take aff rall so
vou need 1o get it righil

Climb Out: Best RATE of climb is @1mph Best ANGLE of climb
is 78 mph, so climbing out when remaining in e circuit much
above 90mph iz doing yourself no favours. 1 simply means that
vou will stifl be at full power annoying all the locals half way
down wind trying 1o reach circuit height.

Downwind Checks: Dont forget them and make sure you are
actually reading the infa that the instrumenls are giving you. |

_havea removed the fuse on so many check rides to either the fuel
gages or ail prassura’lemp gauges on downwind and the pilot
doesn't notica. Dont forget to pot the fusl pump on as well
Chooze a poinl when il becomes routing on every approach, |
always put it on when | check the fuel in BUMFICH (which is the
downwind check that | ramember). Brakes ofl. Undercarriage
dawn (M/A on this aircralt | know but | always say il to mysell so
| don't forgel, when | am in & retractable) Mixtura fully rich, Fual
on and sufficient, fual pump on. Instruments within limits. Carb
haatl, and harnessas and hatcheas sacure.

Maximum Flap exiension:
speed 120 mph

Flaps: Maximum f{lap extension speed 120 mph (while arc) | have seen people go for flaps above this speed.



Approach: Approach speed I 75 Mph uncer normal
circumstances according to the manual. This iz the speed,
which we should be at on SHORT finals. | have seen speads of
nearer 90mph being wsed and this can only end up in the plane
landing at bast an all threa wheals as it is forced to the ground
or passibly aven the nose wheel first. The approach speed for
clearing an abstacle s 70 MPH and | can assure you the plane
is not about to drop out of the sky al thal spaed! Take it up to
3000 feet or s0 and practisa some staw fight. With or withaut
flaps it will fiy quile happily at 70 mph. Of course wa have fo
make allowances during crosswinds and gusting conditions, but
a short muddy grass field with no straight approach is not the
place to practise thal.

That's the circult done.,

Upper Air Work: Just one nofe on upper air wark and that
Is when you are parforming steep turns the entry speed
should be 122mph according to the manual,  Speeds
significanily lower than this as | have seen people usa will
endanger the wing on the inside of the tum slalling. Oh and
don't forget good HASELL checks before any manoceuvre,
height, aidrame, securly, engine, location and lookoul,
very impartanl,

Forced Landings: Bast rate of glide B0mph and at nil wind
fram 2000 feet you would glide approximately three and a
hall miles. Don't use faps until you are sure you will make
your landing point. Aim for & point further than your desired field it possible because yau can always lase helght
and speed if you misjudge but you cannot put height or speed back on. Make smooth S Tums towards a field
keeping it in sight. Do not wrn away from it completely losing sight of it! In any PFL always go through the
rautime of restarting the engine and noting at which point you will make any radia calls and what they will ba.
That way if it really happens you will be prepared for everything. Mot just how to land il in & corvenient field
which may not ba there!l ®

Check fusl, swilch on pump, Change lanks. Chack prassure, Mixture full rich, Carb heat hot {I'm naot sure what
that will do with no exhaus! fo warm anything). Check mags, nght or left as oppozad 10 both and if engine starts
leave on the aperating magnete. Il nal, inform ATC. Turn ol luel, Mixiure to cut off and set up the landing. |
leave the masler switch on lor the :a.dmﬁ and flaps et untll the last moment before landing. Land and walk
awayl Easyl

{l am sure Gwyn is 1oo modest to say, but he is at present taking a UK instructor's courge 1o compliment his US
Instruciors rating. Gwyn is doing this for fun (some fun,..eds.) and to help oul tha Bashars with the JAAS,
Thanks Gwyn)
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