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Basher dances with six-foot parrot

Az acticned Gwyn has bean Irying lo track down the
previous owners of G-BASH to obtain a VAT Certificate.
and he has found fhat it has at lsast ane colorful
guy dancing with it!

L, owner, no not the par
Y Yes Leo Sa slar is claimad by
oL s John e, bea e of the first owners
1 ot - H waz Impoied from Irelzand,
she

have since Jeen speculating how  Leo

BASH and @il *ﬂ nopy, any ideas by e-mail
piea

m orundiely while intaresting facls may have come to
doht, no VAT receipt has. Forunately G-BASH has
o in private ownership since it was impartad from
lreland In 1974, although it was leased to flying schools
for some of that time. It i3 now wa!ll oulside th;aﬁmﬁ

| L limits required by "he revenue” and | suspect that the
7| hawe bean an 83ty 18 French realize that too, It might still be warlh getting an

| exemplian cerificate though,

anagad miar | hat afro hair cut and flares in G-

Squawk 3632
vou-foalar | buy
a fransponder!

It's checkout time again | : _I_...:.F_'_.; i

The Bashers have been ciroull bashing with Gwyn
recently, Terry Francis checked oul alter nearly a year
roaming the world., As well a Cyprus he has been lo
Bosnia, Ascension Island and prefiy well every hot spot |
you can imagine. Bashers will of course be envious to |
know that he was in Cyprus while "The Reds” were
praclicing, not only that but waorking on the very airfield at |
which they were developing their displays, he even came |
within an ace of a flight in the "black hawk",

|| Dave Esp lands G-BASH
runway Zero 3.

Dave Esp too has been getting in some praclice in having spent
a considerable part of last year playing bass guitar with a group,
and writing Internet pages, Sorry Dave it seems you may have
baen volunteered to publish the Bashweh!

~ Ewven lan Todd needed an olficial check out, although with the

hours lan flies for BA this seems a bil odd, apparantly just being
current on 7373 doesn't make you current on G-BASH. We are
all hoping 10 see more of lan when he ratires from BA later this

year.

' Bias
Gwyn chacked oul |/
Tarry on his raturm
fram globa trotting

Has anyone any news on Steve Custance's madical? We are all
{ concemed for vou Steve,




With apparent CAA hostility

*
l S l?? the Bashers had kept quiet
C' 10 Ea about thelr achievement, but

now that Irv Lee has broken 6
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Taop: Dave Esp's superb pictura al tha
eclipsa, Above: Dave and G-BASH fealure
in the CEGE Newspaper, Right: The view

from G-BASH at FLBS during Totality

Bash Mews had ramained somewhal elrcumspect about the Bashers adventures during the 1992 tolal eclipse
(Bash Mews passim). The CAA had been decldedly "sniffy" about the whole thing, and had issued dire
warning aboul the dangers to be expected durlng the totality, hoping to put us off and leave the airways clear
for Concorda! Naw the Bashers are nal so easily intimidated, and with 2 Pilots of one of whom had bath IMC
and night ratings the whole thing sesemed somewhat less than risky. Imagine the Bashers disgruntlement to
find that Irv Lee (ihat pilar of the aviation establishmenl} was flying one of the other half dozen or sa light
aircraft circling round at FL 85 at 50 deq Norlh during the totality, He was nol so circumspect, and splashed il
all aver the Flyer, The Old Sarum Club too it saems were airborne in the eclipse, so herewith Dave Esp's
superb record af the day fhat G-BASH llew in the eclipse, and blew the CAA. (Thanks to Kevin Jacabs far the

extract from the Mafionat Grid Mewspaper)

Laft: Boats retuming to Poole Harbour, Above: Aller the
eclipse the Bashers found protective glasses al
Henstridge reduced to halt price, "what a bargain® said
Dave Skertchly, and bought 2 pairs!




At last the sun shone on Philip
Stoyle, and armed with Flyer (rae
landing fokens  the Bashers
headed off o keep currenl. The
&G Operator  at  Turweston
moaned bitterly "we had an uptake
more than double that which Flyer
led us to believe”, and he gat a bil
sniffy when ihe Bashers wanied
neither fuel nor refreshmenls, The
Bashers WEre haweaver
unsympathatic, miuttering
something aboul hem  charging
£140.00 1o land there during 1he
British Grand Prix. Heading nexl le Kemble they were treated to a display of Hunter jeis flying circuits, and
to Philips delight fuel at a staggering 70.5p per litre, even i it did take 10 minutes 1o taxi fo the pumps.

Il had leng bean their ambition to fand on the Brabazon
Rurway at Fillan. This was built specifically for testing the
huge post war Bristol Brabazen airliner, and a village was
dgemalished to make way far it. On the soulh side of the
o runway are fhe huge Brabazon Hangars, while to the Norh
'\ are A320s being modified as Ireighters. Best of all are the
railway gates, which close the road when aircraft are
landing, At one fime this was the main road from Bristol 1o
el Gloucester, Privately the Bashers ralished creating a little
SR SN chaos, and could hardly disguise their disappainiment at

Finls at Filtnn finding that the main road had been moved 200 yards sast!

The  runway
was quite huge at over 2000m but seemed deceplively sharl
due to its width, "The scale af the thing was so huge you
could almest land Bash on the piana keys alone which brings
a whole new meaning to the phrase gefting it on the
numbars", a slight exaggeration methinks. Thare is a pleasant
club house with just a few aircraft parked outside, although
according o "ops" the apron s packed with aircraft at
Christmas all from Guernsey, who all fly in o do their
Christmas shopping at the retail vilage opposite. Filton iz
strictly PPR since Airbuses being tested or having their
compass swung often block the airfield.

Finally to Henslridge for the last free landing and collos
before home fo Popham.

Look back at Bomber Command , |

With only 2 free Landing fees lefl, Steve Roberts conceded
that a tnp te Enniskillen in February was a bit impractical,
buf fhat i would be a shame 1o miss the free landing at
Wickenby. "You gquys flew four and a hall hours to
Yorkshire and back, just la gel free [anding!® Exclaimed
Sheena; *it was raligious experianca” explained Stavo.

Wickenby, llke mast airfflields In Lincolnshire was home 1o
Lancasiers, and lorms parl of the Wesl Lindsay airfields tour.
There are a few rélics around, and a sad memarial at the main gate.
Masily though the airfield is now a pleasant enough GA airfield with a

dozen or so aircraft based there, Surprisingty il is righl on lha lowars
limit of runway length for G-BASH al 650metres ance all tha CAA add-
ons are included, Despite a well-controlled approach 1 was guie -«



| noliceable how G-BASH eats up the runway when

a1 Wickenby, fermer bomber . there is no haadwind.
b agrodrome

 On leaving Wickenby it became obwicus to the
Bashers why Lincalnshire was chosen for bomber
bazes, "It i5 5o flat that there really is nothing sticking
up far a roakie Pllot flving a fully loaded Lancaster le
hit" explained Steve. To quote the noble Bard "Flat as
your hat? Mo llalter than thiat!*®

Leaving the circuit the Bashars headed north to
Scarborough, talking and squawking 1o Humber
Radar. Over Grimsby the Bashers agraed thal it was

; i indeed a very grim place. They turned eveniually aver
Scarborough, natural hnme clf thﬂ Lﬂhnur Farly conference in \he Beer and sandwich days of Harald Wilson,
Dave confessed fo once seeing “the Chuckle Brofhers live" at Scarborough, and Steve could not help
fealing that this was an appropriate intellectual standard for bath Scarbareugh and tor Davel

Passing by Castle Howard, used for filming "Brideshead Revisited”, they arrived al York where Sleve flew a
few arbits over Ihe lamily home, before tuming south to Retford-Gamston, Finding the eireull packed at
Turweston the Bashers want around and diveriad 1o Enstene whare the circuit was almost as packed with
pilots getting current to meet the JAAs "3 landings and lake offs In 13 weeks rule”. Will packed winlar
circuits be an affect ol hese naw rules?

Ho Ho Ho

A Bashar spent several days planning a frip to Caemavon in Naorth |
Wales. The weather had been forecast as DK across the whole country.
Imagina his fealings when he arrived and dutifully checked the met and
faund the report shown on the right!

s M OFPICE AT

The ANG operator ‘at Henstridge peered oul of the window, looked
cancermed, and then prazsed the PTT swilch, "Golf Bravo Alpha Sierrra
Holel report your pasition® “right behind you waiting to pay the landing
fee" quipped Philip Stoyle.

| Learnt About Flying from That

By Dave Skarfchly

Bt n s 7

It was Dave Leddy who first noticed that Pilats will always stop and watch i g I s
while anaother pilots lands, it the one manoeuvre where you can naver =T -l
alford to be complacent. Steve and | had iurned back from our
destination due 1o low cloud, but now, on the way back it had cleared due lo thal local effect in the
Hampshire Basin, | was feeling bad tempered and sulky. bt we decided 1o go for a local flight anyway. |
had flawn ino Bembridge a dozen times, and | simply wasn't paying attention, | arrived too light in 1he
gircuit and then high on the approach, suckered by the down-slope to the thrashald of runway 26. “Trying
the Kamikaze appreach are we?" said Stave, “I'll just pretend
its 03 at Popham® | said confidenily, You've guessed it! |

arrived high and fast and started ealing up the runway. We
- stopped brakes smoking about 10ft from 1he end!

Sheeplishly | went and booked in “sorry about tha talwing®
said the A/G operalor, I hadn'l noficed it swing round like
that®, Mor had | and | was Pilot in Charge nat him! | have
navear madea so many simple, stupid, cargless misigkas in my
ife before, and all because | was feeling sulky about the
wealhar, | realised then that it is perfectly passible to bend
the aeroplane an a lncal in CAVOK just by being carelass.
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ear gar Doors

Oil filler

Daug has peinled out that engine il s part ef our deal with WAM for Bash Maintenance, there is no need to
buy il fram the ClubHouse, and we just halp ourselves fram the barrel in the hangar. Although there is unlikely
te be a compabbilily problem, no doubt Doug would prefer to know where most of the oil comes from. Same
Baghars will have noficed that a cul off pep bollle is offered as a funnel. This is not an abscure BCOnomy
measure, but in fact the thread in the boltle cap fits perecily in G-Bash's ail filler! Incidentally Gwyn prefers to
keep the oil level well above & an the dipstick, "it will just blow any surplus oul of the breather® he said.

Free Copy of the UK AIP

lan Todd managed to get a copy of the UK AIF on CD-AOM and to Quote fram the sheel: "Nan subscribers io
the LK AIF may purchase a trial copy by sending a cheque for £5 made payabls fo Mational Air Traffic
Services Ltd"

AlS Publications (CO ROM)
Room 160

Conitrof Tower Bullding
London Heathrow Airport
Hounslow Middx TWE 14

To quate lan "its well warth the money!” and It is certainly interesting to read up some the complex background
which us PFLs manage to survive so well without. OF great relevance to a PPL Is the UK VFR guide. This is-an
excellent and quite detailed summary of fhe regulations in and advice specilically lor PPLs. It can be
downloaded in POF formai {free yippeea) from htpsweew.ais.org.ukl

Recent Snags

The racent 50-hour checks included 2 snags. First the DI gave up the ghost and has been replaced. It is of
course perlaclly legal to fly VMC withoul a DI {provided you have a compass) but Bash News was surprised to
lind jus! how off putting it is. during an instrument scan, to have the DI rotating aimlessly, There is a real
lemplation to ‘believe the instruments® and try to comrect for it. Dave Leddy had lirst noticed the DI rotating
clockwise, and an unkind Basher asked whether Dave had considered whether it night ba due to him flying in
circles anficlockwise, 1ake no notice Dave. Initially Dowg thought that replacing it with a second hand unit would
ba viable, bul a reconditioned exchange unit only cost about £250 so this has been done in preference.

Steve Robers thought he had found a crack in the manifold just in front of the hot air box, but Doug's merry
men have investigaled and if is deemed not to be a crack. Looking carslully it seems to be the forming of the
airbox shroud 10 the axhaust pipe. Dave Skerich couldn't make up his mind silher, so well done Steve, betlar
sale than sorry. Mow wa know that al least one Basher does his pre-llights praperly.

Costs

Fuel costs at Popham have now risen to B3p per lire, yet the Bash budget was caleulated the basis of anly 75p
per litre; it seems we cannal sustain this loss. Over 50 hours it amounts to approximately half the cost of a 50-
hour check so Dave Leddy is propesing a small increase to cover this, henea the call lar an early masting,



S R
The Brecan Beacons from FL20O

The peculiarly cbsessive Dave Skertchly seems o have
been determined to get Swansea in his log book and &
free landing fee in March was just oo muech for him o
bear, Attempl one stared with Dave, Dave Leddy and
Steve Robers packed into G-BASH. " It was 5 sor of
rehearsal for our Dams Raid frip in June,” said Steve. "We
wanled 1o make sure we had all flown G-BASH al its full
weight, even so' he added “we will only have spare
capacity for & claan pair of socks and a credit card eachl”

With no trouble getting out of Papham the Bashers
headed first to Kembla, then to Shabdon for an inlamous
bacon samie. "It was fhen that Dave insisted on flying G-
BASH over the Brecon Beacons fully leaded” said Dave
Leddy. He continuad, "Steve had a bad experience wilh
rofors and downdrafts in the Brecons when flying G-
DRAG thae Sarum C150 so we insisted that Dave climb 1o

FLA5 hafore we got 1o the highest bits". "With clear skies the views over the Beacons were magnificent, and it

Mice shot of the Robarts family
posed by G-BASH

was with some regrets that we el down towards Swansea”.

The Bashers had fried calling Swansea on the phone but fhe
number was cut off, and calling them for joining information
revealed them to be less than welcoming, having no fuel. The
Bashers diverted to Pembury, where lhey needed a whip
round for cash 1o buy a "get me homea" guantity ol fual, and
lost £10.00 on the deal. They then relumed 1o Popham via
Dunkeswell.

Just one week later Dave and Terry made anothar attempt.
Thiz time they filled up at Kemble and then llew direct 1o
Swansea. The misly woather cleared over the mouniaing and
Bashers routed direct over the Brecon VOHR. Again though
Swansea was less (han walcoming and the Bashers wera fald
thal, not only was they're no fual, but there were no
refreshmeants. Shill not put off the Bashers landed only to find
thal the water had been cut off and there were no toilats
gither! In desperalion Dave and Terry lugged a container of
walar up the stairs 1o fill the cistern i the staff loos,

From scuttlebull on the Internet it appears thal Swansea are
financially challenged &l prasent. Those based at Swansea,
when {lying in to ather local airfieids are asked sarcastically
whather they wauld like to taxi first to the toilets or the fuel,



The Approach Plate

The cloud break plate for Bhutan in the Himalayas, published in the Pilal Magazine some time ago, brought
te mind a cloud break plate, which | drew up some time ago for Popham, and now resides in the back of my
knee-board. | wanlad an approach which was legal and with which | was thoroughly familiar. Baing the new
boy at Popham, drawing up a plate would be a good way to understand the local airspace,

First thing that | found was that Aerad plates are actually hall mil scale just as our charts are, so | cauld race
the airspace lavoul onto a&n Aerad farmal fram my map: The second thing | discovered is that the appreach
to runway 26 or 08 as well a5 being off cantre line, would take me smack through the Wallop ar Odibam
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Matz in IMC. forgel il!

There is of course no way such an exercise could be
conzidarad an approach plate. Real IFA approachas
ara logally protected from obsiructions such as
balloons, tower cranes and skyscrapers, so my plate
could only take me down to the legal IFR Minlmum
Satety Allilude of 1000ft AGL. This is derived from
Rule 5 (500ft from any persen place of object} + 300/
for obstructions erected withaut planning permission,
and another 2000 for alimeter erors. Even s0 |
preferrad 10001 QFE. | have seen paople struggling
round the circuil with a 8000 cloud-base and it doesn’l
look fo be sny fun. Less than 8007t and | am off to
Southampton for an ILS and & pint in tha barl

The problem of course is that the IMC Minimum
Safaty altiude Mornh of Popham, in unconirolled
airspacea is 2300 i1 due to that infamous neadle in 1he
haystack, the Kingsclere mast, | decided that the best
way Lo aveld it would be to try and hit it! | therelore
starfed my approach overnead the mast ab 27000 by
tracking OCK (Ockham) 275 radial (095 TO)}
intercapting CPT {Comptan) 182 radial (152 FROM),
and then using using crogs cuts fram OCK and CPT in
liew of the DME which G-BASH dogsn't have. | would
fly outbound fracking Complon 182 from the mast for
& miles to maintain the MSA and descend on a 3
degree glide-slope 1o 16006t QMNH, fly level for 1
minute which should see a cloud bDreak over

Bullington cross. If not left 1o 27001 to avoid the Odiham Matz, the Solent zone and thal wrelched mast, then

call Solent Radar for Badar Veolors and that Piatl

It was great fun drawing wp the plale, and rather less fun trying 1o ensure that | had taken inla aceount all the
varous VOR errars. Even so [t was carlainly more fun than trying to work it all out while descending through

cloud.

| have fried the procedure using Foggles in MMC ance (with Kevin as lock out) and twice in anger, enca with
Steve Custance and once on my own, In practice Famborowgh are really halpful, and will happily "facilitate a
cloud break” even on a busy day so you can ba sura af not hitling anything.

| am now much happier fiying back high in the clear blua sky (there are no bumps above the cloud) knowing |
can get down again, lan Todd reckens that aifislds such as Compton Abbas, which have NDBs on the fiald
have probably got unofficial NDB approach plates, but | have never sean any. If you find one yau knaw whao

is inferasted.

MNow Gwyn uses the GPS for his cloud breaks, and looking al my GPS 80t will work out descent prafiles. lan
alsa has thought of some good procedures using the Skylorce GPS, now that i an interesting prospect for
anather issue of Bash Mews. Meanwhile don't forget, GPS approaches in IMC to balow the Minimum Sale

Altiude are noi legall



A Fine Excuse!

| have just been lo Iraland for 8 two-day
horse sale; the wealher was appalling with
G0-mile hour winds, | flew with Ryan Air
from Bournemouth and maraged to get a
seal al the front emergency exd, loads of
legroom and the must window seat. On the
approach there ware scraams from the back
as it was quite bumpy to say the leasl The
pilot made a great landing and after the
reverse thrust had died down evervone in
tha back began clapping. Is it worse in the
back In bumpy condilicns?  On my retum
trig | was lucky enough to get the same
seal, lithe did | realise that | would not need
it.

"Captain Les Hounsome welcomes you aboard flight FR 992 to Bournemouth.”

| could hardly believe my luck an old friend from way back; A quick word with the stewardass and wilthin a
couple of minutes Les was welcoming me onto the flight deck. It was very nica to see him again after such a
long time | believe the aircraft was & 737 but you plane buiis will know with the accempanying piciure. Les was
climbing to flight level 270 with Iots going on, he could also hald & conversation with ma explaining what was
happening. | had a headset so was also able fo listen in on air traffic. | was astonished how much hands on
this aircralt required although Les said it was Cat 2 however today because of faults it was nol. Hall way
aoross fhe Irish Sea we wenl IMC. I was odd seeing ugs using old nay aids like what you and | use, i.e,
Complon VOR & 3AM. This was a very hands on
flight, When the decent came i was 300 | per
min. Down to FL 40 to infercept the ILS lor
Bournemouth and manually fly down the
approach, Lez broke cloud at 5000 and it was
very bumpy with the approach lights just visible,
We were fast because of the wind shear factor
and the runway looked very sharl. It was a perfect
touchdown and | cauld hear in my mind the guys
in the back cheearing & clapping. Les came into
flying the hard way; no schaolarships for him just
sell the house and study. | believe he Instructed
then flaw the Channel Island roul, he alzo flew for
Virgin. 1 was in awe of his flying skills. A
memaorable trip. The tumaround time is aboul
twenty-five mins then Les was off fo Dublin then
Luton. | will be an airiine pilot in my next lila!

/EI;:n 't Forget!
The next group meeting Wednesday

5" Aprit 7.30ish at Popham.

Alrcraft cleaning day Sunday &°
April 8.00 untif 12.004AM folfowed by
\it_rc.'af flving and chatiing at Pogham.




You may wani (o be
all-alone,  bul  you Fée if
certainly  wont  fesl

lonaly i you are
talking to Solent Radar! The great thing  about
flving is that flyers are such a great bunch of guys, i
and | really enjoy flying wilh friends. In august last

year Chris Sellen and | mel up a1 Popham for a gé':ﬂ Eellen

trip to Aldermey.
LI b
The previous evening we had filed our flight plan cLdidd ,#&fé!-‘!ﬂﬂ?ﬁ

and faxed customs and immigration so thal we
could lzave and return direct 1o Popham. The day
was superh, and we rouled via Chilbaltan,
Romsey, and the MNeedles under alrway Bomeo
BAE Alpha with a base of 35001 1o Ortac. Whera is
Ortac | hear you say? Orac is an airway
intersection at the FIR boundary, positioned conveniently al 51 MNaorh 2 wesl. Intersections are bulll inte mios!
GPS databases so they ara a very convenient method of planning,
paricularly over the sea. Ortag is fhe ideal enlry point to the channel
Istands clags A airspace (thal's right class A, even an IMC rated Filat
can aonly fake a special VFR clearance). We weré cleared info
contrafled airspace, popped through a few fluffy bits and joined on a
very long right base to Aldemey's runway 24, Chris snapping away all
the way.

Wa werg told that fuel would not be available until later sinco the
Fuelars wile was giving birth and they had bath gone ta Guemsay for
ihe occasion. We walked into town throvgh the unusual windsweapt
ropical paradisa, which is the Channel 1slands, We had lunch at the
Balle View Hotel and than continued our walk around tha |sland, which
is almast infested with fortifications from those of Napolzon 1o those of
Hillar.

Back at the airfield we fuglled up with [uel at 4Dpence per litre, half the
cost of that &t Popham, and taxied to the hold. We had chosen to
Route home the long way vin Cap Flamannville routing around
Cherbourg airspace to Mike Papa NDB. Hare we climbed to FLS5 to
comply with the French Semi-Circular rule. Descending to FL50 al
FAWED, {(another Intersaction) where we obtained an IFR clearance through the Salent zone to Popham.

Maow that Chris has {lown to the Channal |slands and France, there is nothing to stop 3 or even 4 strulters from
packing themselves into Doug Rangers Cessna 172 G-AXBH and sharing a similar trip with Chris. With cheap
fuel at Aldernaey and drawback al 23p per litre this makes for cheap flying.

The CAA positively encourages cost sharing but Pilots cannat advertise, so how about giving Chris a call and
arranging & trip to the Channal 1slands.




